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Erskine Theological Seminary
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Professor’s Office Hours for July 2011: Mondays and Tuesdays, 2:30-5:30 pm. I will
make every reasonable effort to be in my office during these hours. However, due to
meetings and unforeseen circumstances that may arise, my schedule may change. If you
need to see me, I recommend that you call to schedule an appointment.

I COURSE DESCRIPTION

This seminar is designed to help students clarify and articulate a theology of
ministry in light of their own theological tradition, in conversation with a wide
range of theological perspectives. Students read and discuss significant
theological thinkers on the doctrine of the Church and its ministry. The course
culminates with a final Theology of Ministry paper, in which students describe
their own theological perspective on ministry. Required. Three hours.

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES

The primary objectives of the course are:

1. To orient students to the basic rubrics of the Erskine Doctor of Ministry
program, namely, norms (of Bible and theology), functions (e.g.,
preaching, teaching, pastoral care, church administration, evangelism, etc.),
and data of contemporary life (the contextual dimension of ministry, e.g.,
demographics, historical identity, ethical issues, cultural analysis, event
analysis);

2. To help participants reflect theologically upon their practice of ministry
(functions) as it intersects their understanding of the Church (norms) and
the realities of the contemporary world (contexts), and develop a well-
written statement of their position;
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3. To engage in theological dialog at an advanced level with peers and
professor; and

4. To refresh and cultivate the skills of careful reading, analytical thinking,
and clear writing, all exercised notably in a written discourse

REQUIRED TEXTS

Students are expected to secure their own copies of all required textbooks. As a
convenience, the seminary has a bookstore portal on the website at
http://www.erskineseminary.org/bookstore.html. There you will find links to familiar
vendors (CBD, Amazon, B&N, and Books-A-Million) and can check availability
of texts, compare prices, and place orders. The ETS SBA will receive a modest
percentage of the profits from students’ and professors’ purchases through this
portal. The Erskine Campus Bookstore will carry a limited number of copies of
every required text and orders for books can be placed through the Campus
Bookstore.

Each student is required to purchase the following books for the course:

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Life Together. New York: Harper & Row, 1954.
ISBN 11-99-54148-6

Dulles, Avery. Models of the Church. Expanded Edition. New York : Image
Books, 1987. ISBN 0-385-13368-5

Hauerwas, Stanley. Resident Aliens: Life in the Christian Colony — A
Provocative Christian Assessment of Culture and Ministry for People Who
Know That Something is Wrong. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1991.
ISBN: 0-687-36159

Peterson, Eugene. Working the Angles: The Shape of Pastoral Integrity. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987. ISBN 0-8028-0265-6.

Handouts:

Barth, Karl. Church Dogmatics 1V/3.2, pp.720-901. Edinburgh: T&T Clark,
1962. ISBN 0-567-09044-2

Packer, J.I. “A Stunted Ecclesiology? The Theory & Practice of Evangelical
Churchliness” in Touchstone, Dec., 2002, Vol.15, Issue 10.
http://www.touchstonemag.com/docs/issues/15.10docs/15-10pg37.html
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A.

Students must attend every class meeting. If a student must be absent
for all or part of a session, he/she is responsible for all work done and due
for that session. Normally, a student who misses all or part of a session
will be required to do additional work. This must be negotiated with the
professor. A student who misses more than a total of one session will
not pass the course.

Students must be adequately prepared for each class session. Adequate
preparation consists of completion of all reading and/or writing
assignments for that day. The format of this course will largely be
lecture/discussion with some small-group work. It is imperative that each
student be adequately prepared in order to participate in an intelligent
manner in classroom discussions.

The major requirement for this course is the writing of a Church and
Ministry paper in which the student describes his/her own model of
ministry and discusses its theological and biblical underpinnings. A
detailed guide-sheet will be provided for this paper. The paper will be
evaluated on the basis of form as well as content. The finished copy of
this paper is due no later than Saturday, Oct. 1, 2010.

Two other shorter papers will be required of the student. Notice that
the first of these must be done prior to Session 1 and must be submitted on
July 9. The second short paper is due on July 22.

Students may occasionally be given short, informal research-type
assignments on which to report back to the group. There may also be
some in-class writing assignments.

All work must be submitted on time. Work that is turned in late will be
penalized at least one letter grade. The professor reserves the right to
reject any work that is excessively late.

All written work must be presented in an acceptable style and fully
documented (as appropriate). The student’s style and documentation
should conform to Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term
Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, Seventh Edition. Work will be
evaluated on the basis of form and style as well as content.

Although God transcends the distinction between male and female, the
Bible and the Church’s historic creeds and confessions use masculine
language in reference to God. Thus, the Seminary encourages all students



to retain this masculine usage when speaking and writing about God.
Furthermore, the Seminary recognizes that all human beings, male and
female, are created equally in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-27), and
believers of both sexes are fellow heirs of the grace of life (1 Pet. 3:7).
Accordingly, whenever students are speaking and writing about males and
females, they should use language that clearly includes both men and
women (for example, by saying/writing "humanity" rather than "man" or
"people" rather than "men").

Erskine Seminary is committed to the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic
Church, and it expects its students to show respect for all who identify
with that one Church. In all written work, oral presentations, and
discussions both inside and outside the classroom, the Seminary expects
students to conduct discussions of controversial issues in a context of
respect for those with whom one disagrees. Please see the Community
Life Statement in the Catalog for more information.

The grade of “I” or incomplete is given at the discretion of the professor.
A grade of “I” is normally given when a student has substantially
completed the requirements for a course but has been prevented by
extraordinary circumstances from completing the remainder of the course
requirements. A student who wishes to request an incomplete should
normally complete an incomplete form prior to the end of the semester and
ask the professor to grant the request. (Under unusual circumstances, the
student may communicate with the professor by phone or email rather
than in person, and the professor may then agree to fill out the form at the
student's request. Under exceptional circumstances, the professor may
initiate the process by filling out the form on the student's behalf.) If the
professor grants the request, he/she will sign the incomplete form and turn
it in with his/her final grade report. An “I” in any course must be removed
by March 1 for the Fall Term, April 1 for the January Term, August 1 for
the Spring Term, and November 1 for the Summer Term. Only the Dean
may grant extensions of incompletes beyond the established completion
date. Otherwise, these grades automatically become “F.”

Once you have completed, signed, and submitted your registration to the
Registrar for this class, it is a binding contract. Your billing will be based
on this registration. If you decide not to take this class, a “drop/add” form
must be completed, including securing the appropriate signatures. Failure
to properly withdraw from the class will result in receiving a grade of “F”
for the course and full tuition charges will apply. No exceptions will be
made to this policy.

The student is encouraged to keep a loose-leaf notebook or some kind of
file for this course for reading notes, handouts, items of bibliography, etc.
This course is foundational to the rest of the student’s course work in the



D. Min. program. The student’s notebook, if done well, may provide
him/her with valuable materials for future work in the D. Min. program as
well as in his/her ministry.

PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is the use in writing of wording or ideas produced by others
without crediting the author and/or source from which the material was
taken. As the following statement indicates, plagiarism is a serious offense
that undermines both the witness and the integrity of the Christian
community:

Plagiarism injures the community by inhibiting the recognition and
cultivation of gifts imparted by the Spirit. Clearly unattributed use of the
words and/or ideas of others fails to give appreciative recognition of their
gifts. But this illegitimate appropriation of the gifts of others also blocks
the recognition and cultivation of the actual gifts of the person engaged in
plagiarism.

Plagiarism creates an atmosphere of falsehood in the community’s
discernment and cultivation of gifts, both within the Christian community
and in God’s larger creation. Since freedom comes only by way of truth
(Jn. 8:32), such falsehood can only result in captivity, and therefore has
no place in the Christian community.

On this basis, the Seminary adheres to the following general
requirements for the acknowledgement of sources of academic work.
These requirements apply to both print and electronic media.

1. Quotations. Any sentence or phrase that a student uses
from another source must be placed in quotation marks or, in the case of
longer quotations, clearly indented beyond the regular margin. Any
quotation must be accompanied (either within the text or in a note) by a
precise indication of the source.

2. Paraphrasing. Any material that is paraphrased or
summarized must also be specifically acknowledged in a note or in the
text.

3. Ideas. Specific ideas that are borrowed should be
acknowledged in a note or in the text, even if the idea has been further
elaborated by the student.

4. Bibliography. All the sources consulted in the preparation
of an essay or report should be listed in a bibliography.

In addition to plagiarism, the following related practices are also
unacceptable compromises of the truth requisite to a free community:

1. Multiple submission. Failure to obtain prior written
permission of the relevant instructors to submit work which has been
submitted in identical or similar form in fulfillment of any other academic
requirement at any institution.

2. False citation. The deliberate attribution to, or citation of,
a source from which the material in question was not, in fact, obtained.

3. Submission of work done by someone else, either with or
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without that person’s knowledge. Neither ignorance of the regulations
concerning academic violations nor personal extenuating circumstances
are an adequate defense against charges of plagiarism. The Seminary’s
provisions for “due process” apply in cases of alleged plagiarism.

[The italicized statement above is used by permission of The Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia and Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey,
based upon a document adapted by LTSP, with permission, from “Princeton University
Rights, Rules and Responsibilities,” 1990 Edition. Princeton University, Princeton, New
Jersey.]

For details refer to the Erskine Seminary Handbook under the
Honor Code.

NOTE: Under no circumstances will the professor accept a paper
containing others’ work, either downloaded from Internet sites or used
from other students’ papers. (In other words, the purpose of the
assignment is for the student to reflect critically on the topic at hand and to
articulate those reflections in writing.) If the student turns in such a paper
to the professor, the grade is an automatic “F” or “0”. As in scholarly
writing, the student may quote from a reference work using proper
citations. The student may also reference others’ work in the student’s
own wording but must give proper credit by citing the original source.
(See Turabian for instructions on footnotes, parenthetical references,
citations, reference lists, and bibliographies.)

If the student is a published author and chooses to cite from his/her
copyrighted material, proper citations must be made as well. Not to do so
is considered plagiarism.

CLASS MEETING DATES

This course will meet from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on the following days:
Session 1: Tuesday, July 19

Session 2: Wednesday, July 20

Session 3: Thursday, July 21

Session 4: Friday, July 22

EVALUATION

The Seminary grade scale will be used. The student’s final grade will be
calculated as follows:

Paper # 1 = 25%
Paper # 2 = 25%
Class Participation = 15%
Major Paper = 35%

100%



Session 1: Tuesday, July 19

Topic: What is a model of ministry and why is it important?

II.

Course introduction, requirements, goals, procedures, etc.

Models of the Church

A. Introduction

B. What is a model of the church?

C. The church as an institution

D. The church as a mystical communion
E. The church as sacrament

F. The church as herald

G. The church as servant

Models of Ministry

A. What is a model of ministry?

B. Historical models of ministry

C. Theological underpinnings of various models of ministry
D. The issue of instrumentality and participation

ASSIGNMENT FOR SESSION 1:

1.

Read and be prepared to discuss in detail Avery Dulles’ book, Models of the
Church. Expanded Edition. New York: Image Books, 1987. ISBN 0-385-
13368-5

Supplemental Reading: Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics 1V/3:2:721-762, §72.1
“The People of God in World-Occurrence”

Write a paper (Paper #1) of 7-8 pages in length (double-spaced) in which you
describe each of Dulles’ models of the church in your own words. What kind of
pastoral leadership does each call forth? What do you see as the strengths and
weaknesses of each model? Describe what counts as divine revelation in each
model and how one receives it. Also, describe in a page or two how your
understanding of the church and ministry has changed since graduating from
seminary.

Session 2: Wednesday, July 20

Topic: What is the church’s relationship to the world?



ASSIGNMENT FOR SESSION 2:

1.

Read and be prepared to discuss in detail Stanley Hauerwas’s book, Resident
Aliens: Life in the Christian Colony — A Provocative Christian Assessment of
Culture and Ministry for People Who Know That Something is Wrong.

Read and be prepared to discuss in detail Karl Barth’s Church Dogmatics
1V/3:2:762-795, §72.2 “The Community for the World.”

Session 3: Thursday, July 21

Topic: What is the task of ministry?

ASSIGNMENT FOR SESSION 3:

1.

Read and be prepared to discuss in detail Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book, Life
Together.

Read and be prepared to discuss in detail Eugene Peterson’s book, Working the
Angles: The Shape of Pastoral Integrity.

Be prepared to respond to the following questions: What are Bonhoeffer’s and
Peterson’s basic concerns regarding the ministry? What is so distinctive about
their understanding of the task of ministry? How is it different than other more
popular notions of ministry? How does their understanding of the church and
ministry compare with your own “wish dream,” as Bonhoeffer describes it. In
your opinion, is their understanding of the task of ministry realistic? Would it
“work” in your ministry setting? Why or why not? In answering these questions,
please be as specific as possible.

Supplemental Reading: Karl Barth’s Church Dogmatics 1V/3:2:795-830, §72.3
“The Task of the Community”

Session 4: Friday, July 22

Topic: What are the specific ministries of the church?

ASSIGNMENT FOR SESSION 4:

1.

Read and be prepared to discuss in detail Karl Barth’s Church Dogmatics
1V/3.2:830-901, §72.4 “The Ministry of the Community”



Read Packer, J.I., “A Stunted Ecclesiology? The Theory & Practice of
Evangelical Churchliness” in Touchstone, Dec., 2002, Vol.15, Issue 10.
http://www.touchstonemag.com/docs/issues/15.10docs/15-10pg37.html

Write a paper (Short Paper # 2) of not more than 8-10 pages where you analyze
Barth’s understanding of the Church’s ministry as discussed in the Church
Dogmatics 1V/3.2: 830-901. Use insights from Sessions 1-3 and from your
readings. A guide-sheet is provided for this paper below. The paper is due on

July 22.
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DR 901
Models of Ministry
Short Paper #2

GUIDE-SHEET FOR ANALYSIS OF KARL BARTH, “THE
MINISTRY OF THE COMMUNITY” (CHURCH DOGMATICS
1V/3.2:830-901)

I.

2.

Read the assignment in its entirety.

Barth states: “The ministry of the community is very definite, and therefore
limited, but also full of promise” (p.830). How do you understand this
statement? In what sense is the ministry of the Church definite, limited,
yet full of promise?

. Reference is made on p.837 to the possibility of the Church squandering its

“time and energy.” How does Barth conceive of the Church squandering its
time and energy and how do you see the Church doing so, specifically, today?

Reference is made on pp.841f. to the term “fulfillments.” What do you think
Barth means by this term and what sorts of “fulfillments” do you think the
Church is tempted to live by today?

What do you make of the statement: “The ministry and therefore the witness
of the community is essentially and in all forms and circumstances the
declaration of the Gospel” (p.844)? Do you agree with this statement? Why
or why not?

It is written on p.846: “It is vital that in all its explication and application it
should simply proclaim it, repeating, confirming and emphasizing its
declaration, and giving it the true mark of a likeness of the self-declaration of
Jesus Christ. Certainly the authenticity, dignity and power of its witness do
not consist in the naive force of its proclamation, as they do not consist in the
fulness of its explication or the earnestness and emphasis of its application.
Yet if its witness is to be authentic, dignified and powerful, then it must also
have the naive force of a simple proclamation of the Gospel permeating and
sustaining all its activity. Lacking this, its whole ministry would not merely
suffer a partial but a total lack.” What do you think is implied by the phrase
“naive force”?

What do you make of the statement: “The ministry and therefore the witness
of the community is also essentially and in all circumstances and forms
the explanation and explication of the Gospel” (p.846)? Is this emphasis
on explanation and explication really warranted? Isn’t the Gospel clear
enough already?
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8. What do you make of the statement: “The ministry and therefore the witness
of the community is also essentially and in all forms and circumstances
evangelical address, i.e., proclamation and explication in the form of
application” (p.850)? What do you think Barth means here by the phrases
“evangelical address” and “application” and do you think such concepts are as
“essential” to the Church’s ministry and witness as Barth claims?

9. What are the “two great and distinctive elements” of ministry according to
Barth? How do they relate in his view and does it really make a difference?
Why or why not?

10. Barth lists twelve basic forms of ministry (pp.865ff.). What are these basic
forms of ministy? Evaluate Barth’s list and his definition of each form. Is
this an adequate list? If not, why not? What is lacking? How does this list
compare with the forms of ministry present in your own congregation?

11. Given these twelve basic forms of ministry, what is your role? How do you
see yourself functioning in the life of your congregation in relation to these

twelve basic forms of ministry?

12. Try to keep your paper to no more than 8-10 pages.



