E R S K I N E For Christ and His Church

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Bl 807 Seminar in Biblical Theology
Fall 2011

Due West: Beginning September 1, Thursdays 1:00 - 4:00 P.M.

Required for Th.M. students majoring in Old or New Testament.
Elective for other Th.M. & D.Min. students.

Professor: Terry L. Eves, Ph.D.
Office: Bowie Divinity Hall B1
Telephone: (Work) (864) 379-8864
Telephone: (Home) (864) 379-3395
Fax: (864) 379-3171

Email: eves@erskine.edu
www.erskine.edu/seminary

Office Hours for Fall 2011

My normal office hours are TBD. However, due to meetings and unforeseen
circumstances that may arise, my published schedule may change. If you need
to see me, | strongly recommend that you call or e-mail to schedule an
appointment. Other times by appointment only. Breakfast or lunch discussions
are also encouraged. ©

Course Description

In a seminar format, students study the holistic, interdisciplinary nature of Biblical
theology. The course examines the history of this discipline, major interpretive
figures, and major theological themes within the Creation-Fall-Redemption-
Consummation structure of the Bible, paying special attention to both the unity and
diversity of the Bible within its coherent canonical and covenantal structure. Each
time the seminar is offered, it focuses on a specific topic within the field, and it
involves substantial reading, research, and analysis of primary and secondary
sources, as well as both oral presentations and written essays.

Required for Th.M. students majoring in Old or New Testament. Elective for other
Th.M. students. D.Min. students may take this course as a norms elective. Offered
alternate years. Three hours.

The Relevance of This Class to Multiple Disciplines and Interests in Each of
the ThM and DMin Programs

Who should be interested in this course and why? The methods and approaches
used in Biblical Theology are relevant for anyone who wants to better understand
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the metanarrative of Scripture, i.e., where is the Bible going from Genesis to
Revelation. This course will spend time on the always relevant issue of how do
we faithfully and Biblically proclaim Jesus in the entirety of the Bible and how do
we faithfully apply Old Testament texts in our own New Covenant context.

For OT ThM students—Since Biblical Theology functions not only across the OT
and NT portions of the canon but also within OT individual books as well as the
OT canon as a whole it is a major exegetical method and skill set which will
enrich your undewrstading of thousands of passages.

For NT ThM Students—Since Biblical theology functions not only within the OT
canon but also across the OT and NT portions of the canon and is the major way
that the NT comprehends and interprets Scripture as well as who Jesus is and
what he came to do it is an indispensible skill set for NT students who wish to
read any text in the Bible within its total covenantal, canonical and redemptive
contexts.

This course may also be of real interest as an elective to students in both
Systematic Theology and Historical Theology tracks.

For Systematic Theology ThM Students— You can write a Biblical Theology
paper like the OT and NT ThM students and learn or further refine a crucial
interpretive skill set, or you can something like the following. Since Systematic
Theology informs and is informed by all the other disciplines, Biblical languages,
exegetical theology, Biblical theology, hermeneutical methods, practical theology,
etc., this course offers an opportunity to think further about systematic theology
from a multi-disciplined, multi-perspectival, interdisciplinary way. Systematics
people who wish to gain further expertise in Exegetical Theology and Biblical
Theology and wish to handle Scripture with more depth and insight makes this
course inherently significant to any work in Systematic Theology that wants to be
exegetically and Biblical- theologically based. Additionally, the field of
Systematics is currently becoming further involved with both the interplay
between Biblical and Systematic Theology and the recent (re)appropriation of
what is being called the Theological Reading of Scripture which is encouraging
more systematics people to become involved with exegesis. The fairly extensive
Bibliography | will be adding to this syllabus in August will list, among other
things, detailed bibliography on the conversations between Biblical Theology and
Systematic Theology as disciplines that is going on now. Moreover, since faithful
systematic theology always works in dialogue with faithful reading of Scripture
and the ability to handle it faithfully and competently, as well as improving the
systematic theologians competence in reading Scripture, this course offers an
opportunity to work in a self-consciously interdisciplinary manner, reflecting on
the interface of systematic theology with these other disciplines. Biblical
Theology has significant consequences for theological hermeneutics and
Systematic Theology. Any of these areas of interest as well as many others could
be pursued by a student taking the class who is in the Systematic Theology



track.

For Historical Theology ThM Students—You can write a Biblical Theology like the
OT and NT ThM students and learn or refine a crucial interpretive skill set, or you
can do the following. Since intertextuality and typology are the major way that
Scripture interprets Scripture this skill set not only illuminates Scripture in its
parts and the whole but offers an opportunity to examine how earlier church
figures understood exegesis, inner-Biblical connections, typology, allegory, the
relation between the covenants and the Testaments, etc. The course is also
relevant to people interested in Historical Theology, first because the process
that ends up becoming developed Biblical Theology begins in the Patristic period,
e.g., Iraneus. People with an interest in the Historical Theology track could write
on how a major figure from church history, a specific period of the church, or
section of the Patristic, Medieval, Reformation or Modern church from church
history contributed to the growing discipline that will become a fully-fledged
Biblical Theology. Historical Theology students could choose a church father,
medieval interpreter, Reformer or modern interpreter and map his exegetical
method, interpretive tools, use or nonuse of allegory, typology etc., in relation to
these interpretive methods. The same could be done for a school of interpretive
thought in any of these periods, a geographical portion of the church (e.g.,
Eastern versus Western Church) or a major interpretive figure, such as
Chrysostom, Jerome, Augustine, etc. Any of these areas of interest as well as
many others could be pursued by a student taking the class who is in the
Systematic Theology track. There is an entire range of papers you could write in
thinking about the cross-disciplines of Biblical Theology and Historical Theology.

For DMin students—Since Biblical theology functions in every portion of the
canon and across the covenants and Testaments, it is an inseparable component
of reading Scripture in context properly and ministerially effectively and is the
primary way that Biblical writers attempt to discern God’s will for his people in
new circumstances it is an invaluable skill set for faithful Gospel ministry in the
church who will not only benefit by deeper insight into Scripture and refined
exegetical skills, but who also like the Biblical authors must seek to faithfully
apply Scripture which was written in earlier time periods and circumstances to
new situations and needs in the modern church and world. This class should
therefore improve ministerial competence in exegesis, preaching, teaching,
discipling and counseling.

Course Purpose

The mission of Erskine Theological Seminary is to educate persons for service in
the Christian church. As part of that mission, training in Biblical Theology which
leads to a deeper understanding of the coherent Biblical message of Creation
Fall, Redemption and Consummation is a powerful resource for Gospel teaching
and ministry. Commitment to the centrality of the Bible for ministry will be
strengthened by this course.



Course Objectives

e To seek to uncover and comprehend more clearly the overall structure of
the Bible itself. We want to better understand the architectonics® of the
Bible, that is, the existing theological structure of the Bible's overarching
plot(s). We want to better understand how each part of that revelation
contributes to and is related to and functions within the greater and
coherent canonical whole, and how the greater whole contributes to and
contextualizes each individual part, in order to begin to think about the
Bible holistically. This includes gaining an appreciation for the value and
theological contribution of each book in the Bible. The goal is to enable us
to more accurately understand the historical unfolding of God's revelation
in its inner-Biblical relatedness, through the whole Bible and the
hermeneutical significance of that interconnecting. Redemptive history
and Biblical theology attempt to discover the theological architectonics of
the Bible that form its theological themes, trajectories, unity and diversity.
This involves understanding the progression of God'’s plan for his people,
beginning to appreciate the redemptive-historical significance of each
stage of redemptive history reading from left-to-right in light of God’s
intended purposes. It is important to be able to place any Biblical text
within its redemptive-historical moment, including its connection to God’s
final revelation in the person and work of Jesus Christ. This means
reading the Bible in such a way that we genuinely seek to faithfully
understand “The Whole Bible” (tota Scriptura) and to better appreciate the
Bible in the shape that it has come to us.

e To better appreciate the overall meta-narrative of Scripture and the
profound insight of the Biblical categories of Creation (What is the nature
of reality? Where do we come from, and who are we?); Fall (What has
gone wrong with the world?); Redemption (What is God doing with this
broken, fallen world? What is God doing to repair his rebellious creation?
What does God call us to do, working alongside of him, to fix it?); and
Consummation (What is the divinely intended future for God’s creation?
What are God’s ultimate plans for reality? How does understanding what
that future reality will be like help me in my life now? What is the relation
between this creation and the age to come? Is redemption solely personal
or also cosmic? Is the final future of humanity to be found in heaven or on
a purified and exalted earth and cosmos?).

e To better appreciate the interconnectedness of Creation and Redemption,
as inseparably connected and mutually illuminating. We seek to better
understand that the nature and plan of God is revealed in both creation
(which itself is utterly gracious) and redemption (which is re-creation and
restoration). The original creation helps us to understand both who God is

! “Architectonics" is a technical term used to describe the dynamic of inter-
connectedness within a complex whole. | thank Dr. Byron Borger for this concept.



(as well as who we are!) and what he intends for his creation. We wish to
better understand that the commitments of God in redemption are the
same commitments he displayed in creation, and that the extent of
redemption and the covenant of grace is the whole of God’s creation. As
Abraham Kuyper once said, “There is not a single square inch of the
universe of which Christ, who is Lord of all, does not say “It is mine!”

To better understand both the diversity of God’s revelation and the unity of
his plan. All of God’s revelation tells a unified story of creation, fall,
redemption and consummation which expresses the one will and one
purpose of the one God.

To introduce students to the discipline, contents, methodology of Biblical
Theology, its unique role, and to begin to think through its contributions to
exegetical theology, systematic theology, practical theology and
preaching. This will also involve us in better understanding how to preach
the Gospel faithfully from any portion of Scripture with sensitivity to its
Biblical Theological role and its moment in Redemptive History.

To emphasize that careful and faithful exegesis is the necessary basis for
reliable Biblical-theological conclusions.

To give careful attention to selected major concepts of the Bible as well as
gain the appropriate technical vocabulary, such as, covenant, the
Kingdom of God, promise and fulfillment, creation/new creation, Law and
Gospel, exodus/second exodus, old covenant/new covenant, the New
Testament teaching of "the Two Ages"; redemption accomplished and
applied; and have students gain the ability to intelligently discuss selected
Biblical teachings and their ministerial value on these points.

To better understand what has been both the most vexing and the most
crucial question in reading the Bible, namely, “What is the relationship
between the two Testaments?” This includes an increased understanding
that the Old Testament is the key to understanding the New Testament
and that the Bible must be read from left-to-right and then from left-to-right
again. Old Testament theology interconnects with and profoundly enriches
our understanding of Christ, his Gospel and the New Covenant.

To give attention to current issues of discussion by Biblical theologians
regarding the vitality and future directions of Biblical Theology.

To appreciate that the theme of the Bible is a message of victory! The goal
of redemption is the complete triumph of the Triune God over the Deuvil,
the Fall, sin and its consequences and the glorious perfection of his
people on the renewed earth forever and ever!



e The personal dimension. As Calvin wisely and profoundly teaches us in
the beginning of his Institutes, true knowledge of God and true knowledge
of ourselves are inseparably connected. Since this is so, coming to better
understand who God is as Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer and one day
Consummator means that we will begin to understand better who we are,
who we were made to be, and what sort of things we are called to do in
his world and for his Kingdom. Also, since only man and woman are
made in God'’s image and we have our origin in God, we can only find our
true destiny in God and his good will for us. Saint Augustine puts this
beautifully when he writes in his first prayer in the Confessions “Lord, you
have made us for yourself and therefore our hearts are restless until they
find rest in you.” This means that we will frequently discuss what the
ecclesial and the personal implications are of all that we are studying
together. This also means that a course that results in a deeper
understanding of Scripture and the Gospel should also result in our
greater love for and commitment to Father, Son and Spirit and his people,
the church.

e To give students the opportunity for significant input regarding questions,
content and issues that they want us to think through together and
sustained opportunities for discussion together.

e To aid students in continuing to develop graduate level Biblical and
theological analysis, research skills, rhetorical skills in leading discussions,
critical thinking and evaluation, reading, writing and conversational skills.

The Big Picture

“The essence of the Christian religion consists in this: that the creation of the
Father, devastated by sin, is restored in the death of the Son of God, and re-
created by the Holy Spirit into a kingdom of God.” Herman Bavinck, from
Gereformeerde Dogmatiek, fourth edition (Dutch), 1928, I 89.

"[The] eschatological principle is so deeply embedded in the structure of the
Biblical religion as to precede and underlie everything else."
Geerhardus Vos, Pauline Eschatology, p. 66.

Course Methods

The purposes and objectives of this class will be achieved through lectures, class
discussions, oral presentations, formal and informal responses, and papers.
There will be a lecture component to this content-rich class; however, this class
will be taught in a graduate seminar dynamic which seeks to be genuinely
collaborative in nature.? We will seek for all members of the class, professor and
graduate students alike, to be actively engaged in comprehending, evaluating

% Since this class meets once a week | will encourage each student to send the professor and all
other students questions, thoughts, interpretive issues, concerns, implications, etc., that we can
be thinking about in better preparing for our class discussions.



and mastering the materials together. One cannot master the field of Biblical
theology in a single semester®, but a proper foundation can be poured and a
substantial beginning can occur, with diligence.

Each student will give a major seminar presentation and write a major research
paper this semester. Every student will prepare two paper presentations. The first
will be an 18 to 20 page research paper which will be presented and defended in
a near-final condition to the class. This will include guiding the discussion that
follows the paper’s presentation. Copies of the paper will be submitted to the
professor and each of the students the class period the week before the
presentation. Because these papers are the basis for the day’s discussion it is
essential that all work is submitted on time. The revised final draft of your paper
will reflect the benefits of the class interaction and my own. The final version of
the paper will be submitted electronically to the professor in both Microsoft Word
and PDF format. Second, each student will be a designated formal responder to
another student’s paper, giving a four to five page written critique. This will be
submitted electronically at least two days before the student’s presentation to the
professor and on the day of class to each of the students. All students who are
not the formal respondent will be expected to give an informal response to the
presenter after the formal responder.

Rules of Engagement in Discussion®

You are invited and encouraged to intellectually engage one another and your
professor in this class! Thoughtful and vigorous discussion is crucial to this class.
Biblical theology involves thoughtful and disciplined inquiry about matters that are
of fundamental importance to human existence. Such inquiry is best done in
community, and there is no greater potential for productive interaction —
interaction that is mutually beneficial and productive of real, valid, and worthwhile
answers — than in a community of Christian scholarship. Recognizing that
together we form a small community of truth-seekers devoted to Christ and his
Kingdom, let us commit ourselves to work together in a spirit of mutual respect
and love. The following guidelines are proposed as some ground rules, or “rules
of engagement,” for our class discussions and interaction:

e Be humble, courteous, and respectful.

e Work hard to correctly understand the day’s readings and one another.
e Try to articulate your thoughts as clearly as possible.

e Avoid personal attacks.

e Keep clearly in mind that our mutual goal is Truth, not personal gain or
€go.

e Avoid monopolizing the conversation.

% | will repeatedly give students suggestions for future readings throughout the semester as well
as providing an initial research bibliography in the mid-August version of this syllabus.

* These rules represent a slightly modified version of Dr. John Wingard’s rules. I'd like to thank
my generous former colleague and friend for sharing them with me.



e Try to stay on topic.
e Welcome criticism and questions.

e Expect disagreement at times, and deal with it constructively when it
arises.

e Be quick to apologize if you offend someone.
e Be equally quick to forgive if you are offended by someone.

Required Textbooks

Students are expected to secure their own copies of all required textbooks
(below). As a convenience, the seminary has a bookstore portal of the website at
http://www.erskineseminary.org/bookstore.html. There you will find links to
familiar vendors (CBD, Amazon, B&N, and Books-A-Million) and can check
availability of texts, compare prices, and place orders. The ETS SBA will receive
a modest percentage of the profits from students’ and professors’ purchases
through this portal. The Erskine Campus Bookstore will carry a limited number of
copies of every required text and orders for books can be placed through the
Campus Bookstore.

C. S. Lewis, Perelandra, Scribner, 2003,paperback, ISBN 978-
0743234917.

James K Mead, Biblical Theology: Issues, Methods, and Themes,
Westminster John Knox Press, 2007, ISBN 978-0664229726.

Albert M. Wolters, Creation Regained: Biblical Basics for a Reformational
Worldview, Second Edition, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,
Grand Rapids, MI: 2005. ISBN 0802829694.

Willem VanGemeren, The Progress of Redemption: The Story of Salvation
from Creation to the New Jerusalem, Baker Academic, 2000, ISBN
0801020816.

Scott J. Hafemann, The God of Promise and the Life of Faith:
Understanding the Heart of the Bible, Crossway Books, 2001, ISBN
1581342616.

Dennis E Johnson, Him We Proclaim: Preaching Christ from All the
Scriptures, P & R Publishing, 2007, ISBN 978-1596380547.

Optional Supplemental Reading

Brevard S Childs, Old Testament Theology in a Canonical Context, Augsburg
Fortress Publishers, 1989 ISBN 800627725. If students are interested we could
meet during the lunch hour or for an hour after class and discuss Child’s book
together to further round out the course and the topic of Biblical Theology.
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Students are encouraged to bring an English translation of the Bible with them to
class. Students with skills in Hebrew and Greek are encouraged to bring a
Hebrew Bible and/or Greek New Testament.

Journal articles will frequently be distributed as supplemental readings in class or
assigned in the library as required.

Course Requirements

Attendance and active participation in each class is essential to the graduate
educational task. One class period’s absence (three hours) is permitted. If any
additional crisis or emergency absence becomes necessary, please consult the
professor immediately (before class if at all possible). Each student is expected
to be on time and to have thoughtfully read and critically thought through the
week’s reading materials prior to class in order to significantly contribute to the
discussion of that week’s materials. All required course work is to be submitted at
the beginning of that day’s class.

Style and Bibliographical Formatting Requirements

For the research paper, students are required to follow the form and style
guidelines found in Turabian, Manual for Writers (7" edition). These guidelines
are summarized in the Erskine Seminary document “Style and Form Standards
for all Masters Level Programs,” available on the Seminary’s M.Div. program web
page.

All papers must be typed/processed (12-point type, double-spaced, one-inch
margins) and fully documented, following the standards in the “Style and Form
Standards” (Erskine Seminary). In this course, footnotes and a bibliography are
required in each paper. The paper is to be fifteen to twenty pages in length. The
paper’s cover page and bibliography are not counted towards page

requirements. The font used is to be clear and legible, such as Arial, or Calibri.
Students who need help in finding good Hebrew or Greek fonts should ask me
for assistance. No papers will be accepted that are not stapled or put in an
appropriate binder. With the exception of students who have been granted an
incomplete (see Seminary policies link below) all work received after the deadline
will be given a grade of zero.

The hard copy of the paper, and its electronic form submitted in both Microsoft
Word and Adobe PDF forms will be due at the beginning of class on December 3
except for the final presenter(s) on December 3 whose work is due at 1:00 PM on
December 10. Students who give presentations earlier in the semester are
encouraged to turn their papers in earlier than the final deadline.

Criteria for Grading Papers

This professor is operating with the expectation that each student will have taken
the Research Methodologies seminar (offered in the January term). Papers will
be evaluated based on the following considerations: grammar and style;
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organization; clarity and rhetorical power of argument; competent research;
depth and creativity; independence of thought; and, significance of research for
Christian life and thought.

Grading Percentages

Percentages of Work: preliminary paper, formal presentation and leading that
class discussion 25%, one formal response 15%, final edition of paper 40%, and
the quality of preparation and contribution to class 20%.

Grading Scale

100-95 A 85-84 C+ 71-70 D-
94-93 A- 83-80 C 69-0 F
92-91 B+ 79-78  C-

90-88 B 77-76 D+

87-86 B- 75-72 D

Class Attendance Policy

Students must attend each class meeting. If a student must be absent they are
responsible for all work due and accomplished during that class session. Up to
two class periods can be missed without penalty, which may require makeup
work. Any additional class period missed, unless it constitutes a genuine
emergency (to be determined by the professor) threatens the student’s ability to
successfully pass this course. Students who miss more than one class period
should consult with the professor to see if makeup work is required. Students
who miss more than two class periods should consult with the professor to see
whether they can pass the course.

Important Semester Dates for Fall 2011

Classes begin August 29

Final Drop/Add Day September 5
Registration deadline for January Term 2012 October 31
Registration deadline for Spring Semester 2012 December 9
Thanksgiving Break November 19-27
Classes end on campus December 2
Exam week on campus December 5-9

Seminary Policies Link for Students:

Click this link and read carefully as a part of this course syllabus contract:
http://seminary.erskine.edu/content _policies/SeminaryPoliciesforETSStudents. pdf

Course Outline: Lectures and Assignments

The detailed syllabus with all readings, assignments and presentation dates
cannot be created until we have a stable class list. | will post a second edition of
this syllabus including presentation dates once we have this since the amount of
lecture and discussion days are directly related to the number of people
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presenting their papers in the semester. In the meantime the first three books we
will be reading are in order:

James K Mead, Biblical Theology: Issues, Methods, and Themes,
Westminster John Knox Press, 2007, ISBN 664229727.

Albert M. Wolters, Creation Regained: Biblical Basics for a Reformational
Worldview, Second Edition, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,
Grand Rapids, MI: 2005. ISBN 0802829694.

Willem VanGemeren, The Progress of Redemption: The Story of Salvation
from Creation to the New Jerusalem, Baker Academic, 2000, ISBN
0801020816.

Since Mead attempts to get us up to speed on the discipline of Biblical Theology
try to have James Mead’s Biblical Theology: Issues, Methods, and Themes
thoughtfully and critically read for the first day of class. You are encouraged to
begin to read and think through the textbooks as early as possible.

September 1 - Distribution of syllabus, assignment of dates for paper
presentations and formal responders, introductions and discussion of initial
readings.



