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Christian Commitment and Excellence in Learning 

 
OT782 

T he B ook of D aniel!  
George M. Schwab, Ph.D. 

Fall 2010, Room 12 
Thursdays, 6:00 ! 9:00 p.m. 

 
Office hours: Thursday afternoons. Please confirm b y email first. 
Office Phone:  864-379-8882  Seminary Fax:  864-379-3171  
E-mail :  schwab@erskine.edu  Mailing Address:  P.O. Drawer 668  
Office:  Bowie Divinity Hall, Room 23  Due West, SC  29639  
 
 
I. Course Description:  This course briefly surveys the genre of apocalypt ic and 
also considers in detail the history, composition, and theological message of the 
book of Daniel. The implications of Daniel for prac tical ministry and for an 
understanding of people and society are emphasized. Special attention will be 
paid to the use of Daniel in conviction of sin, off ering hope, and application to 
the lives of people today. The intimate connection between Daniel and the 
gospel will be explored. Elective. 3 hours. 
 
 
II. Course Goals 

A. General Mission of Erskine Seminary 
 The mission of Erskine Theological Seminary is to !educate persons 

for ministry in the Christian Church."  Towards thi s mission, the 
Book of Daniel will be taught. This includes how to  read Daniel in its 
ancient Near Eastern cultural setting, the distinct ive message of its 
parts, its contribution to the Bible as a whole adm itting the light of 
the NT that points to Christ, and Daniel as seen in  the context of the 
whole counsel of God that includes its relevant and  practical value to 
believers today. 

 
B. Goals of this Course 

 This course will expose the student to the historic al background to 
the Book of Daniel. Many of the scholarly issues su rrounding the 
book should become clear, and the various approache s to the book 
should become familiar to the student. 

                                       
!  Note: A colorful syllabus cover can be downloaded from the moodle site. This is worth 1% of 
extra credit; 2% if printed on photo-quality paper.  Right-click on the link that says !Syllabus 
Cover," download (Save Target As), then print from Microsoft Paint or some such program. 
Make sure the whole image prints on one page . 
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 Along the way, insights from comparative studies wi ll be 
discovered. This includes a form critical approach to the apocalyptic 
genre, and exposure to other samples of this genre from the ancient 
near East. 

 The student will be able to see Christ and His king dom as 
presented in the book of Daniel. The centrality of Jesus# person and 
work in Daniel will be made clear. 

 Finally, the importance of Daniel in the formation of our 
contemporary theology, character, and wisdom will b e placed before 
the student. 

 
C. By the end of the course, the student should be a ble to articulate: 

 The message, genius, and import of Daniel 
 To what beliefs and perspectives Daniel calls modern Christians 
 How to apply Daniel in the lives of people today 
 How Jesus fulfills Daniel 
 How to critically appraise the way that scholars have interpreted 
Daniel 

��
III. Required Reading 

A. Textbook: Stephen Miller, Daniel . 
B. Posted Articles:  

Rowley, H.H. Darius the Mede and the Four World Empires in the B ook of 
Daniel . Cardiff: U. of Wales, 1959. Pages 54 $ 60, 175 $ 182. 

Schwab, George. !The Book of Daniel and the Godly C ounselor," JBC 14 
no. 2 (1996): 32 $ 40.  

________. !The Book of Daniel and Godly Counsel: Pa rt 2," JBC 15 no. 1 
(1996): 52 $ 61. 

________. Review of Daniel , by Stephen Miller. In WTJ 58 no. 2 (1996): 
339 $ 343. 

________. !1 Enoch and the Wisdom Tradition." Unpub lished essay, 2000. 
Seu, Andrée. !The Insanity Muddle," World  (Apr 20, 2002): 33. 

C. The Book of Daniel (by second week and before class es) 
D. Selections from the Apocrypha  

1. The Additions to Daniel  
2. 1 $ 2 Maccabees  

E. Various readings in apocalyptic literature  
1. The Bible: Revelation, Zechariah  
2. Other apocalypses in The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha Vol I: 
Apocalyptic Literature and Testaments , by James Charlesworth, such 
as: 1 (Ethiopian) Enoch, 4 Ezra, 2 Baruch, and so o n 
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IV. Exams and Assignments 
A. Exams 60% total 

 Exam &1 (20%) will cover material presented in clas s or assigned to be 
read up to the exam date. 

 Exam &2 (20%) will cover material presented in clas s or assigned to be 
read up from the last exam to the exam date. 

 Exam &3 (20%) will cover material presented in clas s or assigned to be 
read from the last exam to the exam date. 

B. Term Paper 20% 

 There is a Term Paper due, see the schedule.  

 Write a good solid exegesis paper on a passage from  Daniel. 

 The student will lose one percentage point for ever y day it is turned in 
late. 

C. Small Assignments 15% 

 Daniel Outline 5%. This will not be accepted late. 

 Apocalyptic Synopsis 10% 

! Read the assigned apocalyptic works 

! This covers a lot of material'read quickly 

! Take note of commonalities 

! Write a 4 $ 6 page paper describing what you read. What do the 
readings have in common? What are your impressions?  What kind 
of people do you think would want to write or read this material? 

D. Class Attendance and Participation 5% 

 5% of your grade will be class participation, atten dance, and 
punctuality with handouts 

 You will be held responsible for all material prese nted in class. 

 If you miss more than 3 class periods, you will be given a failing mark 
for the course. Sleeping in class is considered an absence. 

 Prepare to discuss practical application in each cl ass period. 
 

Requirements 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daniel 
Outline

5%Attendance
5%

Apocalyptic 
Synopsis

10%

Exam #1
20%

Exam #2
20%

Exam #3
20%

Term Paper
20%
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V. Grading 
A. The seminary#s grading policy is as follows. 

Grade Value GPA Grade  Value GPA 
 A 95-100 4.0  C- 78-79 1.7 
 A- 93-94 3.7  D+ 76-77 1.3 
 B+ 91-92 3.3  D 72-75 1.0 
 B 88-90 3.0  D- 70-71 0.7 
 B- 86-87 2.7  E 66-69 0.0 
 C+ 84-85 2.3  F 0-65 0.0 
 C 80-83 2.0  I Incomplete 

 
B. The actual assignment of a letter grade will take i nto consideration the performance of 
the class as a whole (i.e. you may be graded on a c urve). 
C. I will grade emailed assignments, but not print the m. Therefore, no comments or 
feedback will be given, so it is no fair complainin g about your grade if you e-mail it. 
Please put your name, the course, and the assignmen t in the subject line.  
D. To tape a lecture the student must acquire my signa ture on the proper form. Before I 
sign it, please write this out on the form, ! I agree that the recordings are for me alone. I 
will not make them available to church courts, e-ma il them, or give them away. I will give 
them upon request to Dr. Schwab for copies ." 
 



 5

VI. Seminary Policies  
A. Incompletes :  The grade of *Incomplete# can be assigned as a f inal grade only when 
two conditions are met: 1) the student has complete d the majority of the requirements 
for the course; 2) the student has been providentia lly hindered from completing the 
remaining requirements for the course. A student who wishes to request an incomplete 
should normally complete an incomplete form well before the semester’s end and ask the 
professor to grant the request. An *Incomplete# will automatically become an *F# un less 
requirements are fulfilled by March 1. 
B. Withdrawals : Once you have completed, signed, and submitted yo ur registration to 
the Registrar for this class, it is a binding contr act, and your billing will be based on 
this registration. If you decide not to take this c lass, a !drop/add" form must be 
completed, including securing the appropriate signa tures. Failure to properly withdraw 
from the class will result in receiving a grade of !F" for the course and full tuition 
charges will apply. Erskine will make no exceptions  to this policy. 
C. Writing : The style guide adopted by the seminary is that o f Kate Turabian, A Manual 
for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertatio ns.  The seminary encourages making 
use of inclusive language. It is the mark of a good  communicator to build bridges rather 
than barriers; therefore, such language should be u sed in all written work and oral 
presentations. The Seminary Catalog stands as an ex ample of recommended usage. 
D. Attendance : the student is required to attend all classes. If  the student misses more 
than 3 classes, an F will automatically be assigned . Sleeping in class = an absence. 
E. Language about God and Humanity. Although God transcends the distinction 
between male and female, the Bible and the Church#s  historic creeds refer to Him with 
masculine language. The Seminary encourages all stu dents to retain this masculine 
usage when speaking and writing about God. Furthermore, the Seminary recognizes  
that all human beings, male and female, are created  equally in the image of God (Gen. 
1:26-27), and believers of both sexes are fellow he irs of the grace of life (1 Pet. 3:7). 
Accordingly, whenever students are speaking and wri ting about males and females, 
they should use language that clearly includes both  men and women (for example, by 
saying/writing +humanity+ rather than +man+ or +peo ple+ rather than +men+). 
F. Conduct in Theological Discussions:  There are no favorites at Erskine. Publicly 
rejecting this ethos with the result of making fell ow students feel unwelcome will be 
considered unethical behavior, and is grounds for c ourse failure on the level of cheating 
and plagiarism. Please see the Community Life Statem ent in the Catalog for more 
information. 
G. Chapel Attendance. This class has a chapel attendance requirement. Con sult the 
catalog or registration booklet for policy specific s. There is a fee for chapel truancy. 
H. Plagiarism.  This course does not include a research paper. You  should not have to 
reference anything outside of the Bible. Do your ow n work, say things in your own 
words. Any deviation from this should conform to th e catalog#s plagiarism policy. 
I. Required Textbooks. Students are expected to secure their own copies of  all required 
textbooks. Check out http://www.erskineseminary.org/bookstore.html  for links to familiar 
vendors. ETS SBA gets a small percentage from purch ases through this portal. Please also 
check out the Erskine Campus Bookstore, which carri es and orders required texts. 



 6

VII. Course Schedule  
 

Date Topic Assignments Due 
9/2 Introduction Come to class rested and ready to work< 

Rowley, Darius the Mede , 175 $ 182 
9/9 Daniel Chapter 1 

Erskine Lecture 
Series 

The Book of Daniel 
Prepare to discuss apply chapter 1 
Bel and the Dragon, Susanna (Apocrypha) 
Miller, 1-53 
Outline of Daniel  

9/16 Daniel Chapter 2 Prepare to discuss how to apply chapter 2 
Schwab book review 
Miller, 54-105 
1 Maccabees (Apocrypha) 

9/23 Daniel Chapter 3 Prepare to discuss how to apply chapter 3 
Miller, 106-145 
Ethiopian Enoch (Pseudepigrapha) 

9/30 Exam #1   
Daniel Chapter 4 

Exam #1 on readings and lectures 
Andrée Seu, !Insanity Muddle" 
Prepare to discuss how to apply chapter 4 

10/7 Daniel Chapter 5 Prepare to discuss how to apply chapter 5 
Miller, 147-218 
Schwab: !1 Enoch and Wisdom" 

10/1
4 

Daniel Chapter 6 Prepare to discuss how to apply chapter 6 
Miller, 219-273; 4 Ezra, 2 Baruch 
(Pseudepigrapha); The Book of Revelation 
(Bible); Rowley, Darius the Mede , 54 $ 60 

10/2
1 

Apocalyptic'
dreams and 
interpretation 

Zechariah (Bible) 
Other apocalypses (Pseudepigrapha) 
Apocalyptic Synopsis  

10/2
8 

Daniel Chapter 7  Schwab: two JBC articles 

11/4 Daniel Chapter 8-9 Prepare to discuss how to apply chapter 9 
Miller, 274-327 
The Song of the Three Jews (Apocrypha) 

11/1
1 

Daniel Chapter 10 
 

 
Term Paper  

11/1
8 

Exam #2  or 
ETS/SBL 
alternative  

Exam #2 on readings and lectures, 
or alternative  

11/2
5 

Thanksgiving Break  

12/2 Daniel 11-12  2 Maccabees (Apocrypha)  
Final 
Week 

Exam #3 
 

Exam #3  
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VIII. Seven Views of the Seventy Weeks of Years in C hapter Nine  
  

 
IX.  Secular History and Chapter Eleven  
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