Constitution of the Student Body Association

Of 

Erskine Theological Seminary

(Revised Spring 2011)

Article I – Name

This association shall be known as the Student Body Association (SBA), Erskine Theological Seminary, South Carolina.

Article II – Purpose

The Student Body Association will promote a spirit of unity, love, and humility in the seminary community (1 Peter 3:8) by encouraging an atmosphere of spiritual formation among the student body in accordance with the mission statement of the seminary to the glory of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Article III – Goals

The goals of the SBA are:

(1) To establish the members of the student body as a community of learners in worship, accountability, and prayer.

(2) To communicate in a positive manner the needs, interests, and concerns of the student body to: fellow students, seminary faculty and staff, and the Erskine College and Seminary community including the Board of Trustees.

(3) To coordinate and sponsor activities in accordance with our stated purpose.

Article IV– Members

The membership of the Student Body Association shall consist of all students, both full and part-time, who are taking seminary courses for credit at the Due West campus, the Columbia campus, various extension sites, and through the Erskine Virtual Campus.

Article V – Officers

Section A. 
The officers of the Student Body Association shall be President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and the Columbia Campus Representative. The term of the office shall be one year. These members will function as the executive committee.

Section B.  
The President shall carry out the following responsibilities:

(1) Preside over and schedule all meetings of the SBA, stated or called.

(2) Represent (personally or by proxy) the SBA to the Board of Trustees of Erskine College and Seminary.

(3) Represent (personally or by proxy) the SBA to the faculty and staff of Erskine Theological Seminary.

(4) Perform any duties which are related to such representation.

(5) Insure the SBA is informed of any matters of significance related to the student body. 

(6) Preside over and schedule all the Executive Committee meetings.

(7) Foster a growing relationship with Erskine Theological Seminary (ETS) alumni.

(8) Oversee the planning and execution of activities that fulfill the SBA purpose.

Section C.
The Vice-President shall carry out the following responsibilities:

(1) Act in President’s or Treasurer’s absence in all the responsibilities pertaining to either office.

(2) Work with the President to facilitate the administrative functions of the SBA.

(3) Serve as chair of the Constitution Committee.

(4) Read descriptions of officers and committee assignments before elections.

(5) Serve as or appoint a parliamentarian to preside over all meetings. The responsibilities of the parliamentarian shall be:

(a) To insure orderly meetings.

(b) To guide business according to Robert’s Rules of Order.

(c) To answer questions as to the conduct of business by the SBA.

(6) Coordinate the senior class activities and the senior class gift.

Section D:
The Secretary shall carry out the following responsibilities:

(1) Keep accurate records of all proceedings of the SBA and the Executive Committee in the SBA Notebook to be passed on from year to year for reference.

(2) Execute any correspondence on behalf of the SBA including:

(a) Notify SBA of all pertinent meetings, and

(b) Prepare all needed handouts for SBA meetings.

(3) Provide minutes of each meeting to SBA members

(a) Any corrections or proposed changes should be submitted to the Secretary in writing and will be considered at the next SBA meeting

(4) Provide an electronic copy for the Vice-President of the Seminary.

(5) Verify quorum.

(6) Act in the Vice-President’s absence in all the responsibilities pertaining to that office.

Section E.
The Treasurer shall carry out all the following responsibilities:

(1) Act in the Secretary’s absence in all the responsibilities pertaining to that office.

(2) Handle all financial matters of the SBA.

(3) File a current report of the financial status at all stated meetings.

(4) Prepare a written report of all financial notes to be submitted to the SBA executive committee as well as the Vice-President of the Seminary. Report should be submitted no later that the third (3rd ) week during the months of November and April.

Section F.
The Columbia Campus Representative will carry out the following responsibilities:

(1) Represent (personally or by proxy) the Columbia Campus at all SBA Executive Committee meetings.

(2) Work with faculty and staff of the Columbia Campus to achieve the stated purpose of the SBA.

(3) Organize and facilitate all activities of the SBA at the Columbia Campus.

Section G.
In the event of a vacancy in any office, that office will be filled by the executive committee for the remainder of the term.

Article VI – Elections

Section A.
The nominations for officers of the student body for President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer shall occur at the stated meeting(s) of the student body in March. Announcement of this meeting shall be given at least two weeks in advance.

Section B.
Nominations shall be made from the floor.  Nominees are notified to confirm their nomination.

Section C.
Election of the President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer shall be by ballot as determined by the presiding officer during the stated meeting(s).  A simple majority of the votes cast is necessary for a candidate’s being elected to the position sought.

Section D.  
The Columbia Representative will be selected by the newly elected SBA officers in conference with the Vice-President of the Seminary and the faculty and staff of the Columbia Campus.

Section E.
The new officers will assume their tasks at the end of the spring term.

Article VII– Committees

Section A.
The standing committees of the SBA are:

(1) The Executive Committee,

(2) The Constitutional Committee

Section B 
Executive Committee is made up of the five officers of the SBA. 

(1) The Executive Committee acts on behalf of SBA in working toward reaching the goals of the SBA, including

a. Praying regularly and earnestly for the student body, faculty, and staff of Erskine Theological Seminary and their families.

b. Appointing and equipping students for the purpose of promoting Erskine Theological Seminary and achieving the various goals of the SBA.

c. Fostering spiritual growth and fellowship in the Seminary and community.

d. Promoting the seminary to prospective students.

e. Unifying current students and alumni.

(2) The Executive Committee shall meet at least once a month.

(3) The President or another officer who has been appointed by the President to preside in his/her place can call other meetings.

(4) Meetings shall be open to any member of the SBA, unless executive session is invoked. 

Section C.
The Constitutional Committee will serve to ensure that the SBA is serving in accordance with the Constitution of the SBA.  The committee:

(1) Shall include a Junior, Middler, and a Senior, if possible.

(2) Will be appointed by the President from volunteers.  

Section  D.
The following are the standing committees of the Seminary on which the SBA may be called upon to provide representation: Graduate, Library, Institutional Assessment, and Student Services. 

(1) The committee representatives shall be taken from volunteers unless the Seminary Faculty or the SBA executive committee request that the positions be filled by elections. 

(2) The volunteers and/or elected representatives will represent the SBA at the meetings and functions of the committees to which they have been appointed. 

Article VIII – Meetings

Section A.
SBA business shall be conducted within the boundaries of a quorum.

(1) The presiding officer shall have the authority to declare quorum present at all meetings upon verification by the Secretary or another SBA officer.

(2) A quorum for conducting business of the SBA shall be at least five SBA members in addition to the officers of the SBA present. 

Section B.
Meetings of the SBA shall convene at a time arranged by the President. Those meetings shall consist of:

(1) Stated meetings, and 

(2) Called meetings.

Section C.
Stated meetings.

(1) Notice of stated meetings shall be given at least one week in advance.

Section D.
Called Meetings.

(1) Any member of the SBA may request a called meeting.

(2) The need for called meetings shall be left to the discretion of the officers.

(3) Called meetings shall be announced at a Due West chapel service and at least a seven-day notice shall be given before the meeting.

Article IX – Amendments to the Constitution

Section A.
Proposed amendments to the Constitution shall be referred to the SBA at a stated meeting and voted on at the next stated meeting of the SBA.

Section B. 
To adopt and ratify proposed amendments, two-thirds of the declared quorum is required.

Section C.
The Constitution Committee will review this SBA Constitution on a regular basis to:

(1) Ensure effectiveness.

(2) Recommend changes.

(3) Verify SBA meetings by ensuring constitutional guidelines are followed.

